WORLD  ORGANIZATION  OF  JEWS  FROM  IRAQ                                   IS  ESTABLISHED  TO  PROTECT,  PRESERVE                                       AND PROMOTE  JEWSIH  COMMUNAL                                              ASSETS  REMAINING  IN  IRAQ
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Maurice Shohet: 516-445-3665 mmshohet(at)aol.com

(WASHINGTON DC) July 3, 2008 - On Monday, June 23, 2008 representatives from different Iraqi Jewish communities worldwide convened in London and established the WORLD ORGANIZATION OF JEWS FROM IRAQ (WOJI).                                                                The purpose of the organization is to:

· Protect, preserve and promote Jewish communal assets remaining in Iraq; and to:
· Protect, preserve and promote Iraqi Jewish heritage, including holy sites and shrines remaining in Iraq.
"The World Organization of Jews from Iraq aims to preserve the Tombs of the Prophets Nahum, Ezekiel, Jonah, Daniel among others, as well as those of Joshua the High Priest and Ezra the priest-scribe," says Maurice Shohet, WOJI board member, adding that "another important aim of the organization would be to locate the bodies of those Jews who were assassinated and kidnapped in Iraq during the rule of the Baath regime when Saddam Hussein was Iraq's strong man, and grant them a proper Jewish burial."                                                                               The following were elected members of the Board of Trustees of the World Organization of Jews from Iraq:

-President: David E.R. Dangoor, USA                                                                                              -Vice President in charge of legal matters: Carole Basri, USA                                                         -Vice President: David A. Dangoor, London                                                                                     -Treasurer: Shlomo Bakhash, USA                                                                                                   -Secretary: Gladys Daoud, Canada                                                                                                    -Public Relations: Maurice Shohet, USA

The World Organization of Jews from Iraq is committed to representing Iraqi Jews, a community dating back over 2,700 years. Today, Iraqi Jews constitute one of the world's oldest and most significant Jewish communities, however, only a few Jews remain in Baghdad.
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